MNTeSIG Meeting Notes
March 18, 2022
Scribe: Matthias Pleil

Attendees:
Lisa Freidendorf (NSF), Demis John, Terryll Bailey, Jared Ashcroft, Yves Theriault, Cait Cramer, Greg Kepner, Rick Vaughn, John Wood, Todd Christenson, Pamela Auburn, Abe Micheline, Jim Marti, GH, Anna Tanguma-Gallegos…. 

27 folks came, didn’t capture the complete list in time, those listed spoke up during the meeting.

Discussion
Matt highlighted the MNTeSIG meeting plans, 2 day event, one is the virtual session the week before HI TEC – Industry Panel, lightening rounds, Virtual Poster Session.  The Live event, the Monday of the HI TEC Conference week.  Codes are available from SCME and NACK for the conference and attendees to MNTeSIG pre-con will be supported by SCME.  Andrew Bell is presenting a BioMEMS Kit workshop on the Tuesday morning of HI TEC – we can provide support that as well.  There are a couple tours, see HI TEC site.   Matt is working on a tour of the UTAH Nanofab for Tuesday afternoon.

NACK, MNT-EC and SCME are supporting conference passes – get with those folks for those details.

Matt will be bringing a couple of grad students (posters) to present posters on the educational side of the cleanroom experiences.

Encourage your students to consider a poster for the virtual poster session.

John Wood gave us an update on Doug Sparks – recruited him for the BILT.  Is the CTO of Hanking Electronics.  MEMS is one of the key components they fabricated.

Industry Working Group update, Cait Cramer.  Industry group is finding a large majority of the skill sets overlap between the different MNT industry sectors.  We are bringing together the job description with the KSA’s to look for gaps.  Good discussion – Yves spoke to the research fab needs for techs and they are of a different skill set. 

Greg Kepner – Outreach Working Group – Check out the News Bulletin (see MNT-EC site).  Greg posed the question as to what the frequency should be (currently it’s quarterly).  

Rick Vaughn – Distance Education Working Group – they are developing a consortium whereby we leverage each others materials and course offerings.  Get with Rick if you wish to join.

Abe Micheline – Spoke of an Internship opportunity.  You can email Abe for more information.

Jared Ashcroft – trying to form a semiconductor manufacturing community college summit to discuss needs of the industry and how we can better support each other - sometime in February 2023 which should bring in community colleges.  Propose bringing together CC’s and Industry monthly prior.  Jared is reaching out to SEMI and NSF to help support this with some funding.  Focus must be about community colleges – not what 4yr Universities are doing.

See the MNTeSIG.net website for registration and submissions to the July conference.

Todd – application specific sensors require techs that can do two things, diagnose and bridge the gap to electronics.  These things have not been automated yet.  These are very customized.  Todd spends a lot of time training techs to draft and get things made.  Back-end work (packaging, testing) is important.  See Nueral Link job postings to see the breadth of needs in the MNT field. https://neuralink.com/careers/ Strong need from techs in automation.  










